
 

 

 
ENGLISH ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 
ENTRY TO YEAR 8, SAMPLE PAPER 

 

         
Time Allowed: 60 minutes  

Reading: 30 minutes   
Writing: 30 minutes 

 

 
There are two sections in this paper. 

Please ensure you allow sufficient time to complete both sections. 
 
 

Write your answers on the lined sheets of paper provided. 
 
 

Do not forget to put your name on every sheet. Please write your first name 
and family name (surname) in BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS. 

 

 

 

 



Section A – Reading Task (30 minutes) 

Read the text below and answer the questions which follow.  

 

1) How does the writer use language to create a vivid sense of the setting and conditions in this extract?  

Use quotations to support your answer.

 

You could consider: 

 how the setting and conditions are described 

 how the scene is brought to life for the reader 

(10 marks) 

 

2) How is the text structured to communicate to the reader how the writer feels about the conditions at the 

festival? 

 

Use quotations to support your answer. 

 

You could consider: 

 how the text opens 

 sentence and paragraph structures used 

 how the extract ends         (10 marks) 

 

 



Section B - Writing Task (30 minutes) 

The below image shows people enjoying an outdoor summer popular music festival. 

 

Look at the picture above and then write a description, or the beginning of a story based on it. Aim to 

make your writing as interesting as possible, using descriptive techniques to make it vivid.  Try to write 

as accurately as possible.   

You will be assessed on the content and style of your piece, as well as the accuracy and control of your 

writing.  

 

(20 marks) 


